Extracting Something from
NPol ntl ess Pe



Date: Thu, 29 Jan 1998
Sender: "Invention list, Florida Media Arts Center"
Subject: Re: NEA Funding

(This petition I s being passed around
that funding can be maintained for the NEA, NPR & PBS. Keep this petition
rolling. Please sign and forward to ot
to sever al peopl e at once ¢é. | t won''t
list as the names are being managed. This is for anyone who thinks NPR/PBS
i s a worthwhile expenditure of $1.12/ vy
forward on to others (not back to me)
be forwarded to the President of the United States, the Vice President of the
United States, and Representative Newt
150th, 200th, 250th, etc. signer e

416. Arlene Hamilton, Everett, WA

417. Irina Rudakova, University of Washington, Seattle, WA
418. Persephone Miel, Internews, Moscow, Russia

419. Michael J. Mead, New York, NY

420. Spiro C. Lampros, New York University, New York, NY
421. Kelly Sheehan, Brooklyn, NY

422. Henry Kimsey-House, Sebastopol, CA



Background

A Eager activist starts email cascade

A Most common petitions

I American airlines, Afhan Women, Hate
Crimes, Death Penalty, Ashcroft, PBS/NEA

A Time Period
i Mid 1990s 1 2002
I Urban Myth backlash ¢.1998 and WWW
petitions ¢. 1999



Inefficiency as Petition

Signers

ign er1<
Signerd
Sigrers

Sign er2<
Signert

Athor

Author
Signeri
signerd

Author
signeri
Signeard

Author
Signer?
Sigqners

Author
Signerz
Signert

12 total sgnatwes, bt ondy 7 urioque signatwres




Unique Signatures after 100* Forwardings

frie#rids Signatures sigL;Jr?:i\Ct‘Srees Per cent unique
2 6.33825x1031 1.2677x1030 2%
3 1.71793x10%° 2.5769x104/ 2%
6 1.08886x107° 1.3066x1077 1%
10 1.00000x10101 1.111x10°° 1%
20 6.33825x10130 6.672x10128 1%
50 1.57772E+170 1.61E+168 1%

* ] thi nk it was 100¢é



T Unique Sigeatures

Percentage of Unique Signatures as a Function of Number
of Forwardings and Length of Petition
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Petition as Trace Through
Petition Cascade

Petition Originator

N
M (bl

Petition
1 aakdkfa
2 adafdf
3 adfadsfa
4 afdafie
5 klafdd
6 kdafaf




Joe Schmo

Joe Schmo

Joe Schmo

2R

Joe Schmo

)

Data Processing

3) B
4) hi
5) P

Joe Schmo

2) Ruth Jones
3) Bill Paxton
4) hillary Hop
5) Pete Moss

Crawl for
Raw Data

Taylor——— Dubler—p» Zheutlin——»Lippman

©

Waterbury

Buckner

Pl

@\@

Barnett

O™

Re-assemble
the tree

Saeed—P Totino———— Barajas

O\, ©

Stern

SEQID SIG_SEQ Lname Cit: State Petition_ID Date From_SEQ
1 1 Liberman Sylva NC 0001_Liberman-00067_Eaton 27-Jun-99 0 -
2 2 Harrison Sylva NC 0001_Liberman-00067_Eaton 27-Jun-99 1 e an I t
3 3 Beckmann Ithaca NY 0001_Liberman-00067_Eaton 27-Jun-99 2
4 4 Wertheim Mt Vernon NY 0001_Liberman-00067_Eaton 27-Jun-99 3
6 6 Wertheim San Francisco CA 0001_Liberman-00067_Eaton 27-Jun-99 4 Ve
8 8 Semi Walnut Creek CA 0001_Liberman-00067_Eaton 27-Jun-99 6
9 9 Forness Pleasant Hill CA 0001_Liberman-00067_Eaton 27-Jun-99 8 u e
10 10 Rubenstein Syracuse NY 0001_Liberman-00067_Eaton 27-Jun-99 9
11 11 Connell Madison wi 0001_Liberman-00067_Eaton 27-Jun-99 10
To State
AK AL AZ CA co cT bc DE FC FL GA
AK 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
AL 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
AZ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
CA 0 1 0 110 0 0 0 1 0 1 1
co 0 0 0 3 7 0 0 0 0 0 0
CT 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 1
o} 0 0 0 2 0 0 7 0 0 1 0
DE 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
FC 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
2 FL 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 5 0
Fal GA 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
£ HI 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 1A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
L 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
IN 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
KS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
KY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
LA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
MA 0 0 0 1 0 2 1 0 1 1 0
MD 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0
ME 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0




Schematic of Reconstructed Petition Spray
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Tree Analyzer |

Input Data

0*UR*UR*1*Alpha*PA

1*Alpha*PA*2*Bravo*PA

2*Bravo*PA*3*Charlie*NJ

2*Bravo*PA*4*Delta*NJ

. . Charlie - -

3*Charlie*NJ*5*Epsilon*NY

4*Delta*NJ*6*Fig*CA

5*Epsilon*NY**99*99 o ——

6*Fig*CA*7*Gamma*CA

7*Gamma*CA*8*Hadfield*CA Hadfield - C

8*Hadfield*CA*9*lota*CA

9*|lota*CA*END*99*99

State Tallies Dyad Tallies Triad Tallies Path Tallies

CA 4 CA*CA 3 CA*CA*CA 2 FromTo Len # APL

NJ 2 NJ*CA 1 NJ*CA*CA 1 CA*CA 1 3 0.33

NY 1 NJI*NY 1 PA*NJ*CA 1 NJ*CA 10 4 25

PA 2 PA*NJ 2 PA*NJ*NY 1 NJ*NY 1 1 1

UR 1 PA*PA 1 PA*PA*NJ 2 PA*CA 14 4 35
PA*NJ 1 2 05
PA*NY 2 1 2
PA*PA 1 1 1




Worldwide Paths Followed by an American

Airlines Petition from 1998




American Airlines Petition Trace (part)




Distribution of 2228 Afghanistan Petition Signers

11998-2000

Map created with Mapinto 5.0
Projection : Mollwveide Equal Area.



L S Path of Carneal Segment

28 (59 sigrturas)

>—> Last Signatures

3—> Earliest Signatures :}3

Projection : Mollweide Equal Area ___;

Map created with Mapinfo 5.



Aghanistan Petition International Sending/Receiving Network
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2 or More International Sendings

Canada . Israel

Mexico
Q . Japan

. Luxembourg

. Belgium

. Spain

Lebanon 4
@ : <1
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Hong_Kong
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The English Net

(schematic spatial distance)
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600 Signatures on 23 Ashcroft Petitions
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Ashcroft Petition MDS by Population

02?0 ,000
O 135,000

O 27,000




PFAW Online
Fetition by State

50,000 Signatures

23,000
& 5000



OpposeAshcroft.Com

Email vs. WWW Petitions |l
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Top 23 Ashcroft Weak Tie Dyads
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CA NY CA NY FL CA 1A MA OR NY MA FL MA NY NY VA NJ PA VA CA CA WA

Dyads



Frequency

Top 18 PBS/NEA Weak Tie Dyads
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Questions

A What kind of a sample? What kind of problems?

A Can we learn anything from analysis of petition speed?
Size of fragments?

A Intra-geography vs. inter-geography spells
A How to interpret from-to frequencies?
A How to interpret from-To-To frequencies?

A How do forwarding patterns deviate from online
population predictions? Populations? Etc.?

A Language as structuring global village
A Glocalization: how are RW ties mapping onto V ties?
AMeasure of netodés effect on



The Back Lash: Urban Myth News Flashes

Name | Date Modified | size | Type =~
ﬁ intemet-chains.enl 32072001 1015 AM 17 KB EndNote
ti;] A BAD LINK IN THE CHAIN htm 32472001 815 PM 16 KB Firefox Dc
L'EJ congservativerants-aboutpbsnea-petition htm 81172001 10:08 AM 140 ... Firefox Dc
L'EJ letter from david liberman on other topic htm 5/25/2006 11:00 AM 30 KB Firefox Dc
@J scams.htm 10/27/2000 743 PM  39KE  Firefox Dc
ti;] search hitm 6/20/200510:43AM  18KE  Firefox Dc
ti;] The E-mail Petition Far Wamen in Afghanistan htm 3/24/2001 8:07 PM 17 KB  Firefox De
L\iﬂ ISP S-chainlet.htm 1072772000 7:32 PM 5 KB Firefox Do
Ej agre-petitions.html 1042772000 750 PM fKB HTML Do
Ej antichain html 1072772000 7:31 PM EKB HTML Do
Ej chain html 1072772000 7:43 PM /KB HTML Do
Ej chaindetters-atrutgers html 10/°2772000 756 PM 54 KB HTML Do
Ej chainltr.htm 1072772000 7:42 PM /KB HTML Do
Ej congress besieged by email wash post-2001Mar18 html 371972001 8:04 PM 4KB HTML Do
Ejfalse email petitions spread disinformation html 372452000 720 PM 15 KB HTML Da
Ejfr'_.remndchaudhr'_.r.l'rtml 772572002 9:24 AM 19 KB HTML Do
Ej Kettenbrief Talibans War an Women html 3/24/2001 8:08 PM 8KE HTML Do
Ej PES spam article in Maother Jones html 6/6/2001 1:11 PM 13KE HTML Do
Ej PBS-apalogy html 5/19/2006 2:41 PM 4KB HTML Do
Ej pleato-stop-1396 html 5/11/2001 5:40 AM 5KB HTML Do
Ej The Great Chain of Letters html 1072772000 744 PM - 67KE HTML Do
11201538 7:07 PM /KB HTML Do

Ej wamingaboutpetition html
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Who are these people?

Letters to the Editor
Jan 12, 2000 / vol 6 iss 22
A S|mple step toward cleaner air

concerned about the problem. You dic ('“* i

Clean Air Conservancy (http://cleanal ’fm Thsan
a way for people to do something abo ".'d’,“n. 5 Y O
many of their certificates as Christmag \
benefit, it is tax-deductible. Thanks.

- David Liberman
Sylva
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Typical Petition Raw Data

this to everyone you know, and help us to keep these programs alive.

Thank you.

NOTE: It is preferable that you SELECT the entirety of this letter
and then COPY it into a new outgoing message rather than simply
forwarding it.

416) Arlene Hamilton, Everett, WA

417) Irina Rudakova, University of Washington, Seattle, WA
418) Persephone Miel, Internews, Moscow, Russia

419) Michael J. Mead, New York, NY

420) Spiro C. Lampros, New York University, New York, NY
421) Kelly Sheehan, Brooklyn, NY

422) Henry Kimsey-House, Sebastopol, CA

423) Cynthia Loy Darst, Los Angeles, CA
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Three+

RSA

Australia Japan
Belgiu
Sweden
jsa___—————————@

MNetherlands

Canada
Italy

Germany




Five+

5 or More International Sendings

Australia

LIS

Canada

A5
K
NeiDow Varsion 0.6



Two+ Links

Denmark

Ireland

New_Zealand Iceland
MNonwa

-Finland
MNetherlands Sweden
a-Australia Scotland
Ecuador
’Spain
Japan taly Switzerland
.flsrael
Luxembourg Lebanon

Mexico
Canada Hong_Kong






